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Dear fathers in God 
 
The Communique of the Primates’ Meeting held in Dar es Salaam 
 
I write to you after much prayer and reflection regarding the recently published communiqué 
of the Primates’ Meeting held in Dar es Salaam during February 2007. Before sharing my 
feelings with you, however, I would assure you both of my prayers for your ministries as 
bishops. I offer these reflections in love, acknowledging the ministries to which God has 
called you, and the respect due to you by virtue of that call. 
 
While I do not underestimate the difficulty of the task at the Primates’ Meeting, I must confess 
that I read the communiqué with despair, weariness and a sense of alienation and loss. While 
I cannot commentate on the spirit of the meeting, as I was not present (though I have read 
the official statements regarding the meetings), the communiqué seems to communicate quite 
clearly a desire for political solutions to human problems, a complete absence any response 
to the much vaunted desire to listen to the experiences of homosexual persons and respond 
sensitively and pastorally (para 13, page 3), a willingness to sacrifice the value as human 
beings loved by God of those homosexual persons in order to secure an illusion of unity, and 
a rush towards issuing threats to ensure obedience on the part of the Episcopal Church. 
Where, in the document (apart from quotes from the 1998 Lambeth Resolution1.10), is there 
a pastoral response to homosexual people, who like myself, have suffered and continue to 
suffer the indignity of having our lives, worth and dignity dissected by the church over and 
over again? We suffer because of the statements of those of your brother bishops who 
equate our lives and worth with those of murderers and dogs – statements widely reported 
without an accompanying statement affirming our worth and dignity. We suffer for lack of 
advocacy in fora where we are unrepresented. We are subject to the whims, caprices, fears 
and agendas of those of your brother bishops who appear capable of setting the agenda for 
the Anglican Communion in a way which demonises and problematises us. 
 
Like many in the church and the community, I am weary of this debate, and weary of feeling 
as though I am a symbol of the pain in the Anglican Communion, and that my very presence 
in my parish church, my service on my parish’s vestry and several committees, my preaching, 
my service in the sanctuary, my contemplative prayer, my life as a Benedictine oblate, is 
valueless, debased due to my sexual identity, and a threat to the ‘unity’ of the Anglican 
Communion. There is much of more importance and urgency in the world and in the church 
that is neglected in this continuing and unedifying mess. Our witness to the world is distorted 
whilst this pain continues, and the primates rightly look towards a solution. I hope and pray 
they seek a solution informed by the will of God 
 
I had (and have) no illusions regarding the possible outcomes of the Primates’ Meeting, as 
the overwhelming discourse emanating from various primates was of preserving unity at any 
cost, even if this meant the estrangement from the Anglican Communion of the Episcopal 



Church (symbol to some of all that is wrong). I also have no illusions about what would be 
possible at such a meeting in terms of affirming the dignity of homosexual people as loved 
daughters and sons of God. I agree with the primates that the Episcopal Church stepped 
beyond the boundaries of 1998 Lambeth Resolution1.10 by consecrating the Rt Rev’d Gene 
Robinson, and by blessing same-sex unions. I would raise the possibility, however, that the 
Episcopal Church was by these actions acting prophetically, although I realise that this raises 
knotty hemeneutical issues about which the Communion cannot, and I daresay will not, 
agree. 
 
Statements such as the Communique do not threaten my faith in God. They remind me of 
how broken we all are, and how dependent we are on the grace of Jesus. These statements 
do, however, cause me to ponder whether or not I am welcome in this Anglican Communion, 
or whether I should seek a new spiritual home more willing to affirm me. I would hasten to say 
that I experience much love and grace within my parish community. The ministry team, and 
the parish community generally, in my parish have been overwhelmingly supportive and 
loving through a number of painful and serious events in my life. They are welcoming and 
affirming of my relationship with my life-partner, Peter. But I would suggest to you, fathers, 
that this place is unusual in the church, and in many places I would not be affirmed, 
welcomed or loved. In some places I would be rejected and subject to denigration and 
demonisation at best, violence at worst. The primates and bishops must take some 
responsibility for this due to their seeming unwillingness to more proactively affirm and 
proclaim the love of God for homosexual people, even in the face of opposition, and even 
when seeking to continue to discern the will of God for the Anglican Communion. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Thornby 


